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Gentlemen, 

WF TER what is ſaid in the 
Title Page, it would be nced- 
leſs for me to make any Apo- 
logy for my Addreſſing this 
Work to Ye, as Ye are Repreſentatives 
of this City, and therein of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Body of the Trading Part of this 
Nation. To go on then, 
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Ir is to be obſerved, that the Acts of 
Parliament which are now in Force a- 
gainſt Bankrupts, were all made long be- 
fore our Trade or Riches were improved 
or increaſed, as they have been of late 
Years ; therefore, as Bankruptcies muſt, 
by Reaſon of ſuch Improvement and In- 
crcaſe, be more common, and of greater 
Conſequence now, than they were at the 
Time when thoſe Laws were made ; it is 
reaſonably to be ſuppoſed, and, indeed, 
Experience has made it ſufficiently evident, 
That thoſe old Acts of Parliament muſt, 
and do, fall ſhort of ſerving the preſent 
Turn, and that a new One muſt be want- 
ed. But how difficult a Task it is to 
frame a Law of this Sort, proper to an- 
ſwer all the Ends for which it may be 
thought neceſſary, appears as well from 
the unanſwerable Objections which have 
been ſtarted to ſuch Schemes, as have not 
been thought convenient to be pur in Exe- 
cution, as from the great Variety of Miſ- 
chiefs which have attended the Execution 
of thoſe which have been tryed ; ſuch In- 
conveniencies having ariſen therefrom, 
that the Legiſlature has not thought fit to 
continue or renew them : So thar, 
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I THINK it is obvious, even to a_ſu- 
perficial Conſiderer, that they muſt all have 
been deficient in one Point or other; and 
yet, I believe, there is hardly any Evil 
amongſt us at leaſt, of fo great Importance, 
that has been ſo much tampered with, or 
has had ſo many Remedies projected for it, 
though all Attempts have hitherto proved 
abortive; for which Reaſon it has been 
charged by ſome, as if the Miſcarriages 
muſt have proceeded from a Want of Skill 
or Inclination in the Lawyers who have 
made Attempts this Way, without conſider- 
ing the Intricacies that have been diſco- 
vered in the Affairs of knaviſh Bankrupts, 
and the Impoſſibility to provide a Remedy 
againſt them all. 


Fox my Part, I dont pretend here to 
point all, or any of the particular Inconve. 
niencies of the former Schemes; that they 
have been deficient and ſhort of anſwering 
Expectation, I rake for granted; as to 
. ſome of them, from their not being long- 
livd enough to be put in Practice; and 
as to others, from their being ſuffered to 
Expire after Tryal made, and that, ſeem- 
ingly, to the Good-!liking and Satisfaction 

of 
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who, were his Circumſtances known, is 
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of all thoſe for whoſe Benefit they were 
deſigned; nor am I vain enough, or Pro- 
jector enough, to pretend compleatly to 
remove this Opprobrium Juris: prudentum, 
or to imagine myſelf equal to a Work, 
which no one has yet arrived to any De- 
gree of Perfection in. If by clearing a- 
way the Rubbiſh, and preparing a Foun- 
dation, I can make the Work caly to a 
more maſterly Hand, I ſhall be ſatisfied, 
becauſe ſome Advantage muſt, undoubted- 
ly, ariſe thereby in the mean Time to the 


Publick. 


IN the Courſe of my Thoughts upon 
this Subject, I have obſerved, That all our 
modern Projects have only tended to put 
the Creditor into a Way to deal with a 
Man after he is become a Bankrupt 


| Whereas, in my Opinion, the moſt pru- 


dent, and, to the Publick, I am ſure, the 
molt beneficial Method would be (if poſ- 
ſible) ro prevent a Man's becoming a 
Bankrupt, or, at leaſt, ro hinder his in- 
volving others with him, by thoſe Arts 
which are ſo commonly praQis'd to pre- 
ſerve a Credit, and enable a Man to im- 
poſe ſtill further upon his Acquaintance, 


a 
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a Bankrupt, it may be, at the very ſame 
Time he is drawing People in to truſt him 
with Thouſands. 


CoUuLD a Scheme be invented to ren- 
der Bankruptcies leſs frequent amongſt us, 
the Want of an Act of Bankruptcy would 
nor be ſo great as it is at preſent, and the 
Inconveniencies which might be found in 
any future Law againſt Bankrupts, would 
not affect ſo generally as formerly they 
have done: That ſuch a Scheme is to be 
found out and made practicable, J verily 
believe; and make no doubt to prove, 
that the following, if made a Law, would 
greatly contribute thereto. 


THe Method I propoſe is, That all 
Statutes, Merchant and Staple, Recogni- 
Sances, and Bonds, entered into by any Per- 
ſon or Perſons in Trade, reſiding within the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, the Bo- 
rough of Southwark, Cc. for the Payment 
of any Sum or Sums of Money, and alſo all 
Judgments in any Court whatſoever ſign d 
againſt any of the Perſon or Perſons above 
deſcribed, ſhall be regiſter'd in a proper Man- 
ner, and by a proper Officer to be appointed, 
for that Purpoſe, by the Lord Mayor and 
| Alder 
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Aldermen of London for the Time being; 
ſuch Perſon to keep an Office, where Re- 
giſters and Searches may be made for a mo- 
derate Fee. 


SHOULD it be objected, That ſome of 
the above-mentioned Securities may be ſearch- 
ed for in other Places ; T anſwer, That this 
Office would be more ready, leſs Trouble, 
and better known, than the other Offices, 
| to which Recourſe muſt be had for any 
is Search. 


IT has been a Complaint in Trade for 
a long Time, that a Man don't know who 
to truſt, and with a great deal of Reaſon ; 
for, as the Caſe ſtands now, whoever lends 
Money, ot ſells Goods upon Credit, real- 
[ ly knows not what he does: The only 
= - Judgment that can be made, is by a Man's 
outward Appearance; but ſurely no body 
if will inſiſt, that any one is ſafe in making 

2 judgment of another Perſon's Circum- 
ſtances only by the outward Appearance 
1 and Manner of Living of that other Perſon ; 
| Experience, dearly bought by many, has 

ſufficiently convinced of the Fallacy and 
little Safety there is in depending upon 


this Rule. And yet what more certain 
l Courſe 
| 
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Courſe can the Lender take at preſent, to 
be ſatisfied of the Borrower's Circumſtan- 
ces? Shall he ask the Borrower whether 
he owes any, and what Sum of Money to 
any other Perſon ? Or ſhould he; can he 
expect an Anſwer on which he may de- 
pend 2 Muſt he not, rather, expect a 
Miſrepreſentation inſtead of an ingenuaus 
Dealing 2 Is it not proper that the Lender 
ſhould have better Satisfaction, in this 
Caſe, than the bare Word of the Bor“ 
rower ? 


How many have been drawn in to 
lend a Man Money, only upon the Credit 
of an outward Appearance, when this very 
Man has, at the ſame Time, owed to ſeve- 
ral Perſons, to the Amount of a very great 
Sum of Money, more than he has had to 
pay, and his Creditors all ignorant of 
any Debt owing by him, except to them- 
ſelves reſpectively? Whereas, in the Caſe 
above-mentioned, Men would not have 
the Opportunity of deceiving their Friends 
in the notorious Manner it has of late 
been practiſed; the Lender would have 
an Opportunity of diſcovering all Debts 
of a high Nature, and by that Means 
they might, if they pleas d, forbear lend- 

B ing 
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ing where they ſhould not think it 
proper; or if they ſhould ſtill think 
proper to lend, they might have the Sa- 
tisfaction of ſeeing how far others were 
concerned, and moderate the Sum ac- 
cordingly. 


THERE is a Sort of People whoſe 
Practice it is to ſet out with a handſome 
Appearance, by which Means they gain a 
Credit; and, having ſoon ſpent their own 
Subſtance, they borrow Money of others ; 
thereby they continue as long as they 
can to ſupport their Extravagance, and 
never reckon their Misfortunes as ſuch, 
till rhcy are found out. 


IT is frequent with a friendly Man to 
argue with himſelf, Mr. Such-a-one lives | 
in à handſome Manner; I can't ſcruple his 
Bond; any Man may want Money at a 
Pinch ; he ſays, it will do him a great Ser- 
vice at this uncture; why ſhould I refuſe 
him? But if Mr. Such-a-one's firſt Bond 
were to be regiſter'd, it would prevent 
his going on in this Practice. 


THis Method would not only be a 
Means to caution others in lending Mo- 


ney, 
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ney, but it would likewiſe put it in theit 
Power to guard themſelves againſt giving 
too large and long a Credit, in the Way 
of Trade, to Perſons where it might not 
be ſo proper: Many Inſtances have we 
had of Creditors, on Simple Contracts, 
loſing their whole Debts, and thoſe large 
Debts too, on the Death of their Debtors, 
by Reaſon of Bonds being produced, which 
they knew nothing of, and the Preference 
which the Law gives to thoſe Bonds. Can 
it be imagined, that the Simple Contract- 
Creditors would have given ſuch Credit 
had they known of thoſe Bonds? Or, at 
leaſt, would they not have preſſed for 
Bonds to have been given to themſelves, 
that they might have been upon an Equa- 
lity with the reſt of the Bond - Creditots: 
And ſome Inſtances we have had, where 
even the Bond-Creditors have had no 
Share in their deceaſed Debtor's Eſtates, 
by Reaſon of Debts being diſcovered gf a 
ſtill higher Nature. 


OUGHT not a Man to have ſome Poſſi- 
bility of knowing the Condition (if ir be 
bad) of him whom he is about to entruſt 
with his Property ? Or ſhould a Man be 

MS: blind. 
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blindfolded in the Diſpoſal of his Pro- 
perty : 


WovLrp not moſt, or at leaſt many, 
of the Inconveniencies above mentioned, 
be removed, by making it neceſſary to Re- 
giſter all Debts of ſo high a Nature: 


IT is true, indeed, that under a Com- 
million of Bankruptcy all Creditors are 
upon an Equality; but in Caſe of the 
Debtor's Death, before any Commiſſion 
be iſſued out, he is got beyond the Reach 
of a Commiſſion, and then the Caſe is as 
above related: And, with Regard to Com- 
miſſions of Bankruptcy, thus much may 
be ſaid, That this Method will render the 
Neceſſity for them much leſs frequent, and 
the Debts to be proved under them, when 
neceſſary, much leſs both in Number and 
Value. 


I am not inſenſible of the many Ob- 
jections that will be made to this Method; 
not only amongſt thoſe whoſe Intereſt it 
may be to oppoſe it, but likewiſe by 
fome honeſt, ſubſtantial, and well. mean- 
ing Perſons, who have conſidered it only 
ſuperficially. 

As 
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As for the Clamours of the former, 
they are no more to be regarded than the 
Teſtimony of a Party concerned in Inte- 
reſt, is to be minded by a Jury; but as 
for the latter, who arc altogether diſinte. 
reſted, or, if at all concerned, I will ad. 
mit are rather concerned to promote this 
Scheme; as for ſuch Perſons, their Ob- 
jections ought to be conſidered with the 
| greateſt Impartiality. 


IT FoRESEE that the moſt formidable, 
and, indeed, the only Objection of any 
Weight will be, That this Project carries 
in it an Appearance of Ill nature, and may 
have a Tendency to keep thoſe down in the 
World, who are low already; and that it 
will be a Prejudice to young Beginners, who, 
by Reaſon of the Smallneſs of their own 
Fortunes, are very often obliged to borrow 
Money, in order to enable them to ſet up. 


TI KNow it will be ſaid, That there haue 
been Inſtances where People have beenreduced 
to neceſſitous Circumſtances, and, by concealing 
their Neceſſities, have preſerved their Credit 
ſo far, as to enable them to borrow Money, and, 
by a my Turn in their Affairs, they have 

| recovered 
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recovered themſelves, not only ſo as to be in 
a Capacity to repay what they had by the 
Means aforeſaid borrowed; but they have 
likewiſe ſurmounted all their Difficulties, 
and have become in a flouriſhing State : 
Whereas, ſay they, had this Scheme been 
eſtabliſhed then, it would have made it ne- 
ceſſary to reveal their Circumſtances ; which 
would not only have put it out of their 


Power 10 have retrieved themſelyes, but it 


would likewiſe have cauſed them to ſmk 
lower and lower, I believe there may be 
a few Inſtances where a Perſon has been 
reduced to low Circumſtances, and then 
has extricated himſelf out of his Difficul- 
ties, and raiſed himſelf from a neceſſitous 


Condition, to a plentiful Fortune. But, 


ON the other Side, how numerous are 
the Caſes of theſe neceſſitous Perſons, 


ſinking gradually, till they come to be 


quite overwhelm'd, without any probable, 
or even poſſible Opportunity of retrie- 
ving, or mending their preſent Condi- 


tion ? 


LIKE drowning Perſons, arc they, who, 
though deſperate, yet being deſirous to 


keep their Heads above Water as long as 
they 


[15 ] 
vhey can, they will lay hold of the near- 
eſt Friend within their Reach, and, when 
at laſt obliged to ſink, they draw in others 
to partake with them of their Calamity ; 
willing and ſtudious to put the evil Day 
far from them, and loath to ſubmit to a 
Diſcovery of their Nakedneſs and Neceſ- 
ſity, they go on from one Expedient to 
another, contract one Debt after another, 
and are only anxious about concealing 
the Debt, without ever entertaining any 
Thoughts of paying it; thus they live 
upon the Induſtry and Fortunes of other 
| People, and the Sum of Money laſt bor. 
rowed, cnables them ro gain a Credit 
for borrowing another; by Means whereof, 
the firſt Lender is made an Inſtrument, 
unknown to himſelf, in carrying on the 
Cheat upon the Second, the Second upon 
the Third, and ſo on, as far as their Cre- 
dit can be ſtretched, and as long as 
they can keep ſecret their real Circum- 
ſtances. 


IBELIE VE, that Perſons of but a ſmall 
Knowledge in the Trading Part of the 
World, know cnough to be convinced, 
that the Number of Inſtances of the latter 


Sort 


72 
— S A 4 £ 


164 


Sort, is much greater than that of the 
fortunate People above mentioned. 


THAT the ill Conſequences of the Prac- 
tices of the latter, as they are above re- 
lated, are very great; and that ſuch Prac- 
tices have for ſome Time been too com- 
mon amongſt us, there are too many Sut- 
ferers to teſtify. 

\ 

WHETHER it be not an Fvil that de- 
ſerves the Regard of the Legiſlature, and 
whether the Method here propoſed may 
not be eſteemed proper and effectual to 
prevent Impoſitions of the- like kind for 
the future, I ſubmit to the Judgment and 
Wiſdom of the Parliament ; and more par- 
ticularly of Ye, Gentlemen, who now ſo 
worthily repreſent this City therein, and 
who have been, and no doubt will always 
be, ready upon all Occaſions to take Care 
of, and promote the Intereſts of Your Fel- 
low Citizens. 


- As to that Part of the Objection which 
ſeemed to regard the Intereſt of young 


Beginners, and to intimate, That a Law 
of this Sort might be a great Diſcourage- 
ment to them, they being frequently oblig d 
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(by reaſon of the Narrowneſs of their own 
Fortunes) to borrow Money of ſome Friend 
or Relation, to enable them to ſet up; I 
anſwer, That tho' I will not pretend to 
. contradict that this may ſometimes be 
the Caſe of young Beginners, yet I don't 
apprehend how this Scheme can affect them 
to their Prejudice. 


Ir being a Thing ſo common for a 
young Beginner to borrow Money to en- 
able him to ſet up ; the very Frequency 
of this Caſe is a Reaſon why he ſhould 
not be injured by having his Debt regi- 
ſtered ; if it be ſo well known that ſuch 
a Practice is common, how can it affect 
ſuch a Perſon to haye the Sum borrowed 
certainly known? Rather, it ſhould he a 
Service to him; for otherwiſe, for Five 
Hundred Pounds borrowed, common Fame 
will talk of a Thouſand. 


-.Bes1DEs, I apprehend, that the Credit 
of a young Beginner depends more upon 
his Conduct, Frugality, and Induſtry, 
than upon his Subſtance. I believe there 
have been, and ſtill are, many Inſtances of 
Men, 0 at their firlt ſetting out in the 
World, were known not to be worth fifty 


C Pounds, 
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Pounds, but being poſſeſſed of the above- 
mentioned good Qualities, have, by the 
mere _ thereof, ſoon gotten a very large 
Credit: A young Man, circumſpect and 
induſtrious, ſhall be obſerved to ſurmount 
all the Difficulties which ariſe from a 
Narrowneſs of Fortune; while, on the 
other Side, the Man of Fortune, who is 
careleſs, indolent, and too much addicted 
to Pleaſure, ſhall miſcarry, and become a 
Bankrupt in a few Years. 


IT has been the Opinion of wiſe Men, 
that a ſumptuary Law was never more 
wanted than at preſent, to diſcourage the 
Luxury and Extravagance, which have 
arrived to an ungovernable Height, and 
like a peſtilence infected all Degrees 
amongſt us: Now with regard to People 
concerned in Trade (who ſhould be the 
more immediate Care of the Legiſlature) 
this Project would have a Tendency, 
at leaſt in ſome Meaſure to check the 
Profuſeneſs and Luxury ſo juſtly com- 
plained of; for if thoſe People, againſt 
whom this Scheme is principally: levelled, 
were but reſtrained, by the Method a- 
bove propoſed, from the Poſſibility of 
impoſing upon their Friends and Acquain- 

rance, 
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fance, Were it not in their Power to de- 
ceive the World with ſpecious Shews and 
Pretences, and thereby draw. in People 
to lend them Money to ſupport their 
Credit, after they have made away with 
their own Stock, they would rake mote 
Care not to come under a Necoſſity of 
' borrowing, and that Care would make 
them both Frugal and Induſtrious ; ſo 
thar ſuch a Law would be of Uſe to 
thoſe very People whoſe Practices it 
would be deſigned to prevent, and the 
Publick likewiſe would thereby gain a 
uſeful Member, inſtead of one, not on- 
ly uſeleſs, but diſeaſed and contagious ; 
for it may be obterved, that theſe are 
commonly the People to whom our pre- 
Aent Profuſeneſs may be aſcribed, fond 
of being thought polite, and proud of a 
Taſte miſcalled elegant; though, at tlie 
ſame Time, with Principles which a Ha. 
teniot would be aſhamed of, they infect 
the Neighbourhoods where they live, by 
ſetting Examples, and laying Baits, too 
tempting not to be followed by all who 
are willing ro be in the Faſhion, and 
live genteely. Nor is it inconſiſtent with 
Reaſon, that theſe People ſhouid be, 
according to their Phraſe, very elegant 
| C 2 Livers j 
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Livers; for if the Fear of totally ſquan- 
dering away what they once had of their 
own, if the Terrors ariſing from the 
Misfortunes which they muſt needs 


foreſee coming upon their Families, 


would not reclaim their Extravagance, 
at a Time when they had ſomething left 
of their own, moſt certainly they will 
deny themſelves nothing when they know 
that other People only muſt be Suffer- 
crs by their then Extravagance. 


Tus, through a Want of Prudence 
at firſt, they become neceſſitous; and, 
in the End, through a Want of Honeſty, 
and urged thereto by Neceſſity, they be- 
come guilty of Frauds of a more evil 
Tendency than Robberies, though not 
within the Reach of the Puniſhments in- 
flicted upon Robbers. Moſt of which bad 
Effects would be prevented, or at leaſt 


might be avoided by this Sheme; for it 
is againſt ſuch People that this Propo- 


ſal is directed. As for the Honeſt and 
Unfortunate, through unforeſeen Acci- 
dents, it would not hurt them; they ara 
not defirous to conceal their Circumſtan- 
ces from any who are diſpoſed to lend 
them Money, or give them a large Cre- 

| dit; 
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dir; rather they think it their Duty to 
reveal them, that the Lender or Seller 
may know on what Bottom he riſques 
his Moncy or Goods. 


SOCIETIES were originally formed, 
and Governments inſtituted for the Good 
of ſuch Societics ; ſo that in making 
Laws it will not be denied, that the 
general Good ought to be conſulted : 
But it being hardly poſſible to frame a 
Law, even in Matters of a more trifling 
Nature, that ſhall be altogether unexcep- 
tionable, and not injurious to ſomebody; 
therefore in making Laws the Good of 
the major Part is always to be preferred to 
the Intereſt of a few, and a greater Evil is 
certainly to be avoided, though a leſs 
may follow thereon. 


THAT this Scheme has all the Advan- 
tages of the above -· mentioned Propoſition 
to recommend it, I hope 1 have ſuffici- 
ently made evident. 


HERE is an Evil then, I believe »h 
every one confeſſed, by which Numbers 
of Families have been reduced, and ſome 
totally ruined : Here is a Scheme to te- 
4 ſtrain 
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ſtrain the futute Practice of tliis Evil ; 
which Scheme, ſhould it be executed, 
could not be attended with any bad 
Conſequences, unleſs the piqueing the 
Pride and Vanity of ſuch as are deſirous 


to be thought Men of Subſtance, when 


really they are not, may be reckoned a 
bad Contequence. On the other Side, 
it is to be preſumed, that a great many 
Benefits, beſides ſuch as are immediately 
propoſed, would caſually ariſe to the 
publick from the Execution of it; and 


conſidering the manifold Deficiencies, 


which have been found in thoſe Acts of 
Bankruptcy, which ſeemed to be the beſt 
calculated for the Relief of- the- Creditor, 


without too far oppreſſing the Debtor ; 


and that another is wanted, as appears 
from the Variety of Schemes which have 
been projected for the forming a new 
one; and foraſmuch as the Legiſlature 
is concerned to preſerve and protect the 
ſeveral Properties of the reſpective Mem- 
bers of the Community, as well againſt 
the Frauds of the more Artful, as the 


Violence of the more Strong and Pow. 


erful; it is to be hoped, that the Method 
here propoſed will, at leaſt, be thought 


worthy to be conſidered. 4 
3 For 


—___ 


L 231 


For though this Project, ſhould it paſs 
into a Lau, might not come under the 
Denomination of a Bankrupt Act; yet 
ſo far may it have ſome Merit at leaſt, 
in that it will remove many Difficulties 
at preſent complained of, for want of a 
good Act of Parliament of that Sort; and 
if ſuch an Act ſhould ſtill be thought neceſ- 
ſary, the Neceſſity will not be fo great, 
and the Inconveniencies which may ar- 
tend even a new Act, will not be of 
ſuch Conſequence as hitherto they have 
been; inaſmuch as Debrs to be proved 
under any Commiſſion, ſubſequent to 
the Execution of this Scheme, would not 
be either ſo numerous or valuable as ar 
preſent they too commonly arc. And fo 
far, I think, I may take upon me to 
affirm, whether this Method be thought 
worthy or not, that it would be more 
beneficial to the Publick to prevent 
Bankruptcies, and their ill Effects, than 
to rack the Invention in projecting Me- 
thods for dealing with Bankrupts after 
all the Miſchief is done; which is to 
have but little more to do than, accord- 
ing to our Engliſh Proverb, hen the 
Steed ts ollen to 42 the Stable Naor. 
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WITHOUT ſuch a Law, it is to be 
feared, that Credit, which is the Life of 
Trade, muſt ſoon be reduced to a very 
low Ebb ; for as Frauds of this Nature 
multiply upon us, Perſons in Trade will 
keep their Goods by them till an uncxcep- 
tionable Purchaſer offers; or {ſell them at 
an under Rate for ready Money, rather 
than ſell them upon Credit to a Man, 
who, for ought the Seller knows, may 
Owe ſeveral Sums of Money upon Bonds, 
Oc. And yet this ſuſpected Perſon may, at 
the ſame Time, be fit to be truſted. So 
that in ſuch Caſes the Seller and Buyer 
are both Sufferers for want of ſuch a Me- 
thod as is here propoſed, by which the 
Seller may be ſatisfied. 


THERE is another Miſchicf, which, 
being of an inferior Nature, may have 
eſcaped, or not come within the Obſer- 
vation of the Legiſlature; I mean the 
fraudulent - Bills of Sale which are fre- 
quently made of Goods, to prevent their 
being taken in Execution. It is very hard 
upon Plaintiffs, that, after a great deal 
of Trouble and Charge, having got an 


Execution againſt their Debtors, when the 
Sheriff's 


4 
Sheriff's Officer comes to ſerve this Exe- 
cution upon their Goods, another Perſon 


has got Poſſeſſion of them by Virtue of a 


Bill of Sale ; whereby the Property is 
transferred out of the Defendant to this 
other Perſon, and the Defendant being 
run away, the Plaintiff is not only forced 


to fir down with the Loſs of his Debt, 


but he has a large Bill of Coſts to pay 
beſides. 


I coNnFEess, that this Caſe, though 
frequent, does not ſo often happen in 
Cauſes of great Conſequence ; but that 
is no Reaſon why a Miſchief of this 
Nature ſhould not be guarded againſt. A 
Debt of forty or fifty Pounds, beſides the 
Increaſe of Coſts, loſt ro ſome People, 
may go a great way towards ruining them 
and, as Evils are of a growing Nature, it 
is impoſſible to ſay, that this will always 
conſine itfelf to ſmall Debts; therefore, 
in order to ptevent the ill Effects of this 


Practice, I propoſe, That 2% Bills of 


Sale of Goods, and other Sales of Goods, 
of a certain Value, which ſhall remain in 
the Poſſeſſion of the Seller for any certain 
Time to ibe limited for that Purpoſe, ſha 


be regiſter d, together with the Conſideration — 
really - 
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(28 ] 
really given for the ſame; and the Party 
ſo making the Bill of Sale, or ſuch other 
Sale, to make Oath of the ſaid Conſideration. 


Tr ir ſhould, be ſaid, That, where 
ſuch Sales are\ fraudulent, a Bill in 
Chancery may bring the Parties to 8 Diſ- 
covery upon Oath of \þe Conſiderations, for 
which the ſame were made; I anſwer, 
That in Caſes where ſmall Sums are de- 
pending, and the Client is poor, the Expence 
of a Chancery Suit is too great to be borne, 
and even in Matters of a greater Concern, 
the Expence is not very deſirable. Beſides, if 
the Plaintiff can by any Means know of 
ſuch Bill of Sale ſoon after it is made, 
he may have a better Opportunity of 
diſcovering the Fraud, and ſearching to 
the Bottom of it, than he can have after 
it has been made any conſiderable Time; 
he may hereby likewiſe avoid the Expence 
of ſuing his Debtor in many Caſes, where, 
it may be, his whole Proſpect in proſe- 
cuting ſuch Suit, is an Expectation of 
being ſatisfied by taking ſuch particular 
Goods in Execution, which, if he could 
inform himſelf, he would find were made 
away with by ſome Bill of Sale. 


127 ] 


I HAYE one more Grievance to repre- 

+ ſent to you, and then I have done; and 

that is on Account of the ill Effects 

which ariſe for want of proper Regulations 
in the bringing Wy rits of Error. 


IT is very common for a Defendant, 
after he has ſtav'd off the Judgment as 
long as he can, to the very great Charge 
and Injury of the Plaintiff, ro bring his 
Writ of Error, though he has no manner 
of Pretence for aſſigning any real Errors 
in the Proceedings, or in the Judgment ; 
and this is done, for the moſt Part, in 
Caſes where the Sum ſued for is ſo large, 
that the very Intereſt of the Money, du- 
ring this vexatious Way of Proceeding, is 
more than ſufficient to defray the Expences 
of proſecuting this //r:t of Error; for I 
ſhould have obſerved ro you, that from 
the Time of Signing the Judgment all In- 
rereſt ceaſes. So that the Defendant by this 
Means not only diſtreſſes the Plaintiff by 
keeping him out of his Money; but, in 
effect, he obliges the Plaintiff to be at the 
Expence thereof himſelf. | 
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[28 J 
A REM Dy for this Evil is very obvi— 
ous, and the Evil is in itſelf ſo very ob- 
ſervable, that I need nor enlarge upon it. 


Tus have I troubled Ye, Gentlemen, 
with a Repreſentation of a few Grievances, 
in the Redreſs whereof, I conceive, the 
Trading Part of this Nation, and chiefly 
your Principals, to be very much con- 
cerned. 


If the Projects herein contained ſhould 
be thought ſufficient for that Purpoſe, I 
hope they will prove beneficial to che Pub- 

lick; for then my End will be anſwer'd, and 
I thall depend on an Excuſe for the Trou- 
ble hereby given Ye ; but ſhould they 
undergo the uſual Marks of Inſignifican- 


cy, I ſhall have this Plea for my Excuſe, 
and this Satisfaction, that my Attempts 


were well meant, and honeſtly deſigned; 
and I hope, that they may at leaſt ſtir up 
ſome more able Perſon to project Methods, 
which may be. eſteemed, and may prove 
more effeQual, in the 3 of the In- 
onveniencies herein remonſtrated againſt, 


J am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Tour moſt obedient humble Servant. 


C 29 J 
POSTSCRIPT. 


HOULD this Scheme of Regiſtering 

meet wich Encouragement, it would 
not be amiſs to extend it to the ſeveral 
Counties of England, that thereby the 
Advantage of it may become univerſal. 
London being chiefly concerned in it, I 
thought proper to reſtrain myſelf to Lon- 
don only; but ſhould it be try'd and found 
advantageous here, it may ſoon be made 
to include the Country likewiſe. 
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